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Laotians Accused in Herom Trafflc

- By Jack Anderson

" .-A Royal Laotian prinbe and

the Laotian Army commander
have now been identified as
the principal traffickers in the
heroin used by U.S. treops in
South Vietnam.

Furthermore, a congres-
sional Investigation has con.

- firmed our earlier allegations
that the Central Intelligence

‘Agency is involved in the Lao-
tian heroin operations.

The investigation was made
by Reps. Robert Steele (R-
Conn.) and Morgan Murphy

(-111), both members of the

House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee,

- Steele is preparing a report
that will allege CIA Air Amer-
ijca aircraft have been used to
transport the drug.from north-
ern Laos into the capital city
of Vientiane. '

.1t says, however, there is no
evidence that the CIA had any

“official policy of letting its

planes be used to move the
drugs. Furthermore, it adds
that the agency has now
cracked down on the practice,

According to'the draft re-
port, prepared by Steecle for
House Foreign Affairs Chair-
man Tom Morgan (D-Pa.), the

.deadly drug is transported

from ophun fields in Laos to
the battlefields of South Viet-
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nam in the following manner:
First the raw oplum is

hauled from deep in Northern}

Laos through Burma and into
the Laotian town of Ban Bouei
Sai, with former Nationalist
Chinese - soldiers-turned-drug
smugglers riding shotgun .on
the shipments, .

At Ban Bouei Sai, the Lao-
tian Army commander, Gen.
Ouan Rathikoun, takes over.
He supervises the shipment of
the opium ‘into Vientiane,
using American-supplied
planes and protecting the
smuggled cargoes with U.S.
supplied arms.

Once it reaches Vientiane,
the morphme base is proe-
essed in Gen. Rathikoun’s labs
into “Number Four” heroin, a
pure grade of the deadly drug
almost unknown in Southeast
Asia until traffickers began
turning it out especlally for
American troops,

Protection and Payroll

Throughout Laos, the heroin
operation - is protected and
abetted by Prince Boun Oun,
Inspector General of the
rcalm.

Once processed; the heroin
is flown into South Vietnam
aboard military and civilian
aircraft from both Laos and
South Vietnam, - =

Some of the carefully
wrapped packages of the.
white powder are alr-dropped
near U.S, troop emplacements

in the fields. Others reach the:

troops after being landed at
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rec*ly into Saigon’s Tansonn- )

hut airport.

With Viethamese custom of-
ficlals looking the other way,
the heroin passes into jllicit
channels, The congressman
identifies South Vietnamese
Premiér Tran Thien Kheim as
the man behind the corruption
of the customs agents, but
they stop short of calling him
an outright trafficker, :

The angriest language in
Steele's draft report is re-
served for U.S, diplomats who
have failed to use their lever-
age against such men as Rathi-
koun and Prince Boun Oun to
get the drug traffic cut off at
its source.

Steele points out that in

Turkey some progress has
been made, although slowly,
though diplomatic channels to
cut off the flow of heroin to
the United States. =

In ‘a future column, we will
detail how American ex-Gls
and deserters, assisted by cor-
rupt Thai officlals, are begin-
ning to move huge quantities
of heroin. into the United
States to replace the Turkish
supply.
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